
SPECIAL ENDEAVOUR AWARD 2026 
 
This trophy is awarded each year by the judges to someone who in their opinion meets the sporting 
standards of the Highland Cross and has shown some special endeavour in competing in the event.   

Note prepared by David’s team captain, John Scott. 

David has always been an able runner and cyclist. A motorbike crash in his late teens, where he 
nearly lost his leg, threatened his future endeavours. But he came back and managed to cycle down 
the full west coast of the US in his 20’s. A successful career as an engineer followed, taking him all 
over the world. In his late 40s, another serious accident whilst clearing brush at a family home in 
France almost resulted in the loss of his other leg. Again, David fought to full recovery. He was a 
founding organiser of the LifeScan Tour de Cure raising many thousands of pounds for diabetes 
charities. On Saturday 20th June, his Highland Cross team took part in memory of the other TdC 
founding member, Doug Stewart, who lost his life to pancreatic cancer. Last year, during the cross, 
David fell on the running section. Breaking bones in his shoulder. He kept going, cycling with only 
one arm to Beauly. His level of drive and determination in the face of adversity sets him apart. He 
has a real can-do attitude and pulls many others along with him. 

Presented to David Steele of Doug’s Disciples team – (L to R) John Scott, David Steele and Steven 
Setford 
 


